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friend, and one can appreciate his treatment of the water-seller.
He is a conscientious king, but his place is really the study, and he
finds even one day of kingship tiresome. He would have liked the
water-seller to share the responsibility of ruling the kingdom, but he
could appreciate his desire to seek the peace of the forest. He is
human in his attitude towards religion; he wishes to be a Buddha one
day; he believes that the monastery alone can offer real peace; he
finds his crown burdensome; and he admires the water-seller for
being able to leave the luxuries of the palace for the simple life of a
hermit; but he himself cannot leave his palace and power, for, being
but an ordinary mortal, he loves comfort and wealth and power. The
woman water-seller is an ordinary woman, honest, charming, lovable.
She earns her living scrupulously; she is poor but honest. She
appreciates the sterling qualities in the other water-seller, and falls in
love with him. She trusts him, but wTomanlike, she wants the marri-
age to be celebrated according to convention. Luxury and power do
not change her character. Politics do not interest her. A lovable
woman as a water-seller, she remains lovable as a princess, and there-
fore the ladies at the court cry their hearts out when she leaves them,
though they have served her but one afternoon. She is a woman
above all, and she loves the man water-seller for himself alone; he
may change his social status, he may be a water-seller, a prince, a
monk, but he remains forever her man, and she will follow him
everywhere. She has the utmost faith in him, and what he does
is right to her. When he wishes to go to the forest, she does not
persuade him to stay. Politics and religion and philosophy play a
very small part in her life; she just follows the water-seller to the
forest, because she loves him and cannot stay without him.

The portrayal of the man water-seller constitutes a real advance
in Burmese drama. It is a study in character development. U Kyin U
and his precursors had studied character, but in their works the
character was fixed from the beginning to the end, and it did not
develop before the eyes of the audience. We have seen how
brilliantly Parpahein was portrayed by U Kyin U; but throughout, he
remained the same Parpahein that we knew when the play began.
The man water-seller is very poor, but his character is such that
he can keep himself cheerful and quite contented. Honesty and
buoyancy of temperament make him happy. His outlook as to
wealth is very narrow; he has no other ambition but to earn a
few coppers more. He cheerfully and frankly woos his bride. When